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Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The classification of the video recording entitled Lesson for Lisa is altered. It is 
classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The video recording was submitted for reconsideration of its classification under 
s42(1) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act). The 
video recording had been previously classified by the Chief Censor of Film as: 
Approved for exhibition only to persons 18 years of age and over. 

The video recording extensively depicts the ritualistic humiliation of a woman in a 
discipline role-play context. The recording presents disciplinary activity in a manner 
intended to sexualise humiliation and degradation, thereby proving sexually arousing 
to the viewer. A woman is presented as an adult trainee in domestic duties who is 
spanked, caned, and verbally degraded by her trainer for making minor mistakes. The 
spanking and caning presents as physical conduct of a degrading nature which also 
degrades and dehumanises the trainee. Further to this are the trainee’s verbal and 
physical attempts to stop the discipline. The trainee tells the trainer that the discipline 
hurts, and attempts to cover her buttocks with her hand. The trainer repeatedly tells 
the trainee that the discipline will continue until mistakes are eradicated, thus verbally 
degrading the trainee. The trainer also restrains the trainee’s arm to continue the 
spanking. Several close focus depictions of the trainee’s reddened and bruised 
buttocks dehumanise her by presenting the results of her discipline for the sexual 
titillation of the viewer. 

The rights and freedoms under the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) 
have been considered when classifying this video recording. The objectionable 
classification is a reasonable limit to those freedoms, as outlined in s5 of the NZBR 
Act. 
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